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ERRATUM
L. Van Valen 1978, The statistics of variation. Evolutionary Theory 4: 33-43.
R. Lande has kindly pointed out that my criticism (p.41) of his formulae

for coefficients of variation in 2 and 3 dimensions overlooked the fact that
these formulae contain factors of rji, or 1.
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ERRATUM
L. Van Valen 1978, The statistics of variation. Evolutionary Theory 4: 33~43.

R. Lande has kindly ponted out that my criticism (p. 41) of his formulae
for coefficients of variation in 2 and 3 dimensions overlooked the fact that
these formulae contain factors of Eii’ or 1. However the formulae (which are,

as he noted, approximations) do fail in the way I noted. Consider the area of
a rectangle varying appreciably in length but negligibly so in width, with .= 1.

There is effectively 1 dimension of variation here and so the 2-dimensional value
should be the same as that for 1 dimension. Expanding Lande's formula,

2 2 . - _ _
CV = J@yl + 922 + 512(921 + QYQ). Noting that CV,= 0 and Xy, = 1, ¢V = v, + &V,
which is definitely larger than CVl.




