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Discussion guide for newly enrolled PhD candidates and their supervisors
	
	Name:
	



	Purpose and use of this form
The purpose of this form is to identify areas where expectations related to PhD studies may differ between the PhD candidate and the main supervisor. 
The form should be completed individually by both the PhD candidate and the main supervisor. They should then arrange a meeting where their answers are compared and discussed. This discussion may clarify differing expectations regarding PhD education and lay a good foundation for future collaboration.
Before the supervision starts, the PhD candidate and the supervisors must familiarise themselves with the rules and the ethical guidelines that apply to supervision at the Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences.
All parties are also encouraged to read the article “Can we increase a mutual understanding between PhD students and their supervisors?” by Wierzbicka et al. (2014) before completing this form. 


GENERAL
The PhD is mainly seen as an:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	employment
	
	
	
	education


 The aim of a PhD is:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	to write a dissertation
	
	
	
	to become a competent researcher


State some other important goals of a PhD:
These initial reflections can be revisited and elaborated on later, when you complete the Career Development Plan (normally after two to three months).
	


SUPERVISION
The main form of supervision is expected to be:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	spontaneous discussions
	
	
	
	booked appointments


How often will discussion take place?
	daily
	every week
	every second week
	every month
	every 6th month


How quickly is the supervisor expected to read and respond to a manuscript?
	1 day
	2 days
	3 days
	1 week
	2 weeks
	1 month


Who is responsible for managing the supervision team?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	supervisor
	
	
	
	PhD candidate


RESEARCH
Who is responsible for developing the PhD candidate’s research proposal?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	supervisor
	
	
	
	PhD candidate


Who is the driving force in the research project (attending meetings, making contacts, etc)?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	supervisor
	
	
	
	PhD candidate


Who is responsible for solving scientific problems?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	supervisor
	
	
	
	PhD candidate


Who solves practical problems (equipment, logistics, etc.)?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	supervisor
	
	
	
	PhD candidate


DISSERTATION
Who decides the contents of the dissertation?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	supervisor
	
	
	
	PhD candidate


How is the research work supposed to be done?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	alone
	
	
	
	together with others



Who has the right to publish the research results from the PhD?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	supervisor
	
	
	
	PhD candidate





FINANCING
Who applies for funding to travel, to conferences, workshops, etc?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	supervisor
	
	
	
	PhD candidate


WORKING HOURS AND VACATION
Work hours are expected to be:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	strict working hours
	
	
	
	free working hours


Vacation is expected to be:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	strict vacation time (mainly July)
	
	
	
	free vacation time


One should work more than usual working time.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	right
	
	
	
	wrong


How many days in a normal work week should you be present in the office?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	day
	
	
	
	days


COURSES
Who decides which courses the PhD candidate will take?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	supervisor
	
	
	
	PhD candidate


EXTRA QUESTIONS
Taking part in the museum’s common scientific activities (seminars/meetings etc.) is:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	unimportant
	
	
	
	important


Taking part in the common social life of the museum is:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	unimportant
	
	
	
	important









	This form is based on an original questionnaire developed by Johan Bijnens at Lund University. This version was developed in 2026 by Trude Schmidt Øvregard and Micah Dunthorn in collaboration with the PhD committee at the Natural History Museum, University of Oslo (UiO).
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