
THE MN-FACULTY’S PRIORITIZED INITIATIVES WITHIN THE FREE RESEARCH 

AREA OF THE LIFE SCIENCE BUILDING 

 

Background 

On December the 18th 2019, the Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences (the MN-Faculty) 

submitted a comprehensive overview of life science-related activities, including initial 

recommendation of prioritized initiatives for the allocation in the free research area of the Life 

Science Building.  

 

In the present document, we propose criteria and concrete suggestions for the MN-Faculty’s 

initiatives for allocation in the free research area of the Life Science Building, as well as 

recommendations for the distribution of responsibilities required to develop and run these 

activities. For a detailed description of specific activities within each of the proposed initiatives, 

we refer to document from December 2019 - Thematic Research Initiatives within Life Sciences. 

 

Premises for allocation in the free research area of the Life Science Building  

We initially express a need for a thorough discussion regarding the premises that will form the 

basis for optimal use of the free research area of the Life Science Building. Whereas previous 

documents present certain guidelines, additional criteria may be added. In line with the the 

Horizon Europe 2021-2027 and the strategy by the Research Council of Norway, we propose 

following three main criteria for allocating research environments in the free research area of the 

Life Science Building, where excellence and synergy are common ground elements of all activities:  

 

 SOCIETAL CHALLENGES 

 FREE BASIC RESEARCH 

 INNOVATION 

 

These criteria preserve the three-pillar structure addressing excellent science, global challenges 

and innovation, as proposed in the Horizon Europe 2021-2027.  Our concrete initiatives are 

further categorized under the criteria they specifically fulfill, although they are not restricted to 

them as there is a substantial degree of overlap. Figure 1 illustrates underlying criteria and MN-

Faculty’s prioritized initiatives.   
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Figure 1.The MN-Faculty’s criteria and prioritized initiatives for allocation in the free research area of the Life Science 

Building. Three main criteria are Societal Challenges, Free Basic Research and Innovation, with synergy and excellence 

as ground elements of all activities.  

 

 

SOCIETAL CHALLENGES 

Two thematic initiatives at the MN-Faculty stand out as particularly relevant in addressing major 

societal challenges of today’s world: Antimicrobial resistance and A Sustainable Life 

Span. These two research fields address an emerging, global challenge, aiming to achieve 

sustainable development goals for people and planet. Given the broad nature of these themes, 

they can embrace several other research areas within life sciences, targeting all five strategic areas 

of the proposed strategy by the Research Council of Norway – Ocean, Green shift, Health and 

Welfare, Technology and Digitalization, and Solidarity and Globalization. Our proposed 

initiatives are also highlighted as priority areas of the Faculties of Medicine (MED) and Dentistry, 

contributing thus to achieve the convergence vision at UiO.  
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We recommend that the Faculties, in close collaboration with UiO:Life Science, take joined 

responsibility for activities within this category, suggesting that UiO: Life Science redirects its 

activity towards initiation and development of projects falling primarily within these two areas of 

research.  

 

 

FREE BASIC RESEARCH 

The University of Oslo’s Scientific Advisory Committee emphasizes groundbreaking, 

fundamental, cutting-edge research and relevance of open calls in it’s evaluation of the life science 

initiative. The quality and breadth of basic research taking place at MN places our Faculty in a 

special national position and forms a basis for raising UiO to the top European level of research-

intensive universities.  

 

Given the extent and quality of basic research within life sciences taking place outside the Life 

Science Building, investing in excellent, fundamental science inside the building, will promote 

synergy in many scientific environments. We propose Molecular and Cellular Mechanisms 

as a prioritized area within free basic research. Research activities within this criterion will 

support core facilities and existing infrastructure in the Life Science Building.  

 

 

Furthermore, to emphasize our commitment and efforts towards promoting excellent science in 

line with the Horizon Europe 2021-2027, we suggest Excellent Science as another prioritized 

initiative within the free basic research category, which will include excellent, basic research not 

necessarily falling under Molecular and Cellular Mechanisms. 

 

Allocation of all groups within free basic research in the Life Science Building must be based on 

open calls, and eligible activities will support existing core infrastructure and facilities in the 

building.  As excellence is of particular relevance within this criterion, development and running 

of all activities within the Free basic research must be based on external funding, e.g. from the 

Norwegian Research Council through Centers of Excellence (CoE) and Centers of Research-based 

innovation (CRI), and from the European Research Council (ERC).  
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INNOVATION 

Synergy-promoting activities in collaboration with Oslo University Hospital (OUH) and 

commercial external partners are of central importance in boosting the innovative capacity of UiO 

and fulfill international and national goals of groundbreaking innovation. In this context, central 

localization of the Life Science Building within the Oslo Science City is a great advantage for 

developing strategic collaboration with companies and units in public sector.  

 

As knowledge and skills are our main resources for all future investments, innovative education 

should be natural aspect of innovative initiatives in the building, creating synergies between 

several departments at the MN-Faculty (Informatics, Physics and Pharmacy), MED and OUH. An 

important goal at the MN-Faculty is to facilitate innovation derived from research and provide 

students with high-quality tuition in innovation and entrepreneurship, providing knowledge that 

is of use for entire society.  

 

Despite the fact that medical equipment and technology are key contributing factors of health 

services, neither of them are currently integrated parts of either medicine or pharmacy education. 

The Director of the Norwegian Institute of Public Health has recently, in collaboration with UiO, 

Melanor, Oslo Met, Norway Health Tech, the Norwegian Medicines Agency, Central Norway 

Regional Health Authority, NTNU and the Norwegian Directorate of Health, sent a letter of 

initiation to Ministries of Health and Care Services and Education. The purpose of this initiative 

is to highlight an urging need for establishment of a university-level education within medical 

equipment and technology. 

 

Based on these grounds and in line with the proposed strategy by the Research Council of Norway, 

where Technology and Digitalization and Health and Welfare are strategic areas, we suggest 

Enabling Health-Technologies as a prioritized initiative in the free area of the Life Science 

Building.  

 

The Faculties will have the responsibility for initiating and developing activities within this field 

in collaboration with the Unity for innovation, societal- and corporation contacts (“Enhet for 

innovasjon, samfunns- og næringslivskontakt”), which is planned to be established in the Life 

Science Building. The Faculties will take full responsibility for the education within medical 

equipment and technology. 

file:///C:/Users/natasan/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/EK8FGGWO/Strategi%20for%20Norges%20forskningsråd%202020-2024.pdf


 

Staff and time aspects of projects assigned to free research areas of the Life Science 

Building  

We recommend a separate, dedicated process to discuss time aspects, including onset, duration 

and finalizing of the proposed initiatives, as well as concrete number of associates assigned to 

each of the proposed themes in the free areas of the Life Science Building. Whereas temporal 

aspects of some initiatives may be determined ahead, others will depend on the outcome of 

ongoing processes that are not finalized at this point (CoE and CRI processes), and should 

therefore not be determined prematurely. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

We propose societal challenges, free basic research and innovation as main criteria for allocation 

in the free research area of the Life Science Building, with synergy and excellence as ground 

elements of all activities. Based on these criteria, we suggest following initiatives for allocation in 

the free research areas of the Life Science Building: 

 

ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE 

A SUSTAINABLE LIFE SPAN 

MOLECULAR AND CELLULAR MECHANISMS 

EXCELLENT SCIENCE  

ENABLING HEALTH-TECHNOLOGIES 
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