
Welcome!
Please find your 
designated group.
We start at 13:00.

Writing a Popular Science Article
Week2 workshop 

Download link for 
presentation slides



Today’s program (13:00-15:30)
Introduction + get to know each other 
Importance of popular science writing (lecture)
 Idea generation (individually + groups)
The act of writing (lecture)

15 minutes break
Science storytelling (lecture)
 Make + discuss story outline (individually + groups) 
Storytelling techniques (lecture)
 Improve + discuss story outline (individually + groups)
Conclusion (all together)



In groups: Get to know each other

• Name?
• Research field?
•Where do you come from?
• Favourite Sunday activity?



Importance of popular science writing
• For you (the scientist):
• visibility
• participate in broader discussion
• promote your view and understanding
• improved clarity in your own work

• For the reader (the public):
• science based input on important questions
• understanding of the nature of science
• fascination and inspiration

• Key to communication: Know your audience!



Individually: What do you want to write about?
Useful tools:

Freewriting (write 
without stopping)
the quick fox jumps over the lazy dog the quick 
fox jumps over the lazy dog the quick fox jumps 
over the lazy dog the quick fox jumps over the 
lazy dog the quick fox jumps over the lazy dog 
the quick fox jumps over the lazy dog the quick 
fox jumps over the lazy dog the quick fox jumps 
over the lazy dog the quick fox jumps over the 
lazy dog the quick fox jumps over the lazy dog 
the quick fox jumps over the lazy dog the quick 
fox jumps over the lazy dog the quick fox jumps 
over the lazy dog 

Bullet points Mind map
• First idea

• which also leads to  this
• some  thoughts

• and other thoughts

• and also  this

• second idea is perhaps better
• because of this
• but perhaps this is a problem



In groups: 
Discuss and decide on one topic each



The act of writing
• As a scientist, you are a professional writer. 
•Writing is hard! Even for the best. 
• First drafts should usually be horrible. 
• First things first! Focus in this order: 
• Idea/topic
• Structure
• Paragraphs
• Sentences
• Spelling



Opening
Challenge
Action
Resolution

Science storytelling

Schmiel, J. Writing Science (2011), chp. 4



Schmiel, J. Writing Science (2011), chp. 20

The Story Box



Individually: plan your story

Opening
Challenge
Action
Resolution



In groups: discuss story plans
- what is interesting? - what to focus on?

Opening
Challenge
Action
Resolution



Storytelling techniques

• Need to connect: person, 
place, something familiar
• Create images in the reader’s 

mind
• Show, don’t tell
• concrete – abstract
• anectode – reflection
• personal story - facts

• Everything must be true!

Simple
Unexpected
Concrete
Credible
Emotional
Stories



Individually: think of what techniques to use

• Need to connect: person, 
place, something familiar
• Create images in the reader’s 

mind
• Show, don’t tell
• concrete – abstract
• anectode – reflection
• personal story - facts

• Everything must be true!

Simple
Unexpected
Concrete
Credible
Emotional
Stories



In groups: discuss storytelling techniques

• Need to connect: person, 
place, something familiar
• Create images in the reader’s 

mind
• Show, don’t tell
• concrete – abstract
• anectode – reflection
• personal story - facts

• Everything must be true!

Simple
Unexpected
Concrete
Credible
Emotional
Stories



Individually: finish your story plan

Make the notes you need to 
make sure you can continue 
working on the text later



https://www.mn.uio.no/kurt/english/projects
/science-communication-forum-at-mn/



Feedback about this 
session?

Presentation slides download


