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BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PETROLEUM GEOLOGISTS
VOL. 50, NO. 9 (SEFTEMBER, 1966), P, 1992.1998, 2 FIGS.

GEOLOGICAL NOTES

A SCRUTINY OF THE ABSTRACT, II*

KFENNETH K. LANDES®
Ann Arbor, Michigan

ABSTRACT

A partial biography of the writer is given. The inadequate abstract is _discussedA_ What shuu]c! be
covered by an abstract is considered. The importance of the abstract is described. Dictionary definitions
of “abstract” are quoted. At the conclusion a revised abstract is presented.

TFor many vears I have been annoyed by the
inadequate abstract, This became acute while I
was serving a term as editor of the Bulletin of
The American Association of Petroleum Geolo-
gists. In addition to returning manuscripts to au-
thors for rewriting of abstracts, I also took 30
minutes in which to lower my ire by writing, “A
Scrutiny of the Abstract.”® This little squib has
had a fantastic distribution. If only one of my
scientific outpourings would do as well! Now the
editorial board of the Association has requested a
revision, This is it,

The inadequate abstract is illustrated at the
top of the page. The passive voice is positively
screaming at the reader! It is an outline, with
cach item in the outline expanded into a sentence.
The reader is told what the paper is about, but
not what it coniributes. Such abstracts are mere-
Iy overgrown titles, They are produced by writers
who are either (1) beginners, (2) lazy, or (3)
have not written the paper yet.

To many writers the preparation of an abstract
is an unwanied chore required at the last minute
by an editor or insisted upen even before the
paper has been written by a deadline-bedeviled
program chairman. However, in terms of market
reached, the abstract is the most fmportant part
of the paper. For every individual who reads or

listens to your entire paper, from 10 to 500 will
read the abstract.

If you are presenting a paper before a learned
society, the abstract alone may appear in a pre-
convention issue of the society journal as well as
in the convention, program; it may also be run by
trade journals. The abstract which accompanies a
published paper will mokt certainly reappear in
abstract journals in various languages, and per-
haps in company internal circulars as well. It is
much better to please than to antagonize this
great audience. Papers written for oral presenta-
tion should be completed prior to the deodline
for the abstract, so that the abstract can be pre-
pared from the written paper and not from raw
ideas gestating in the writer's mind.

My dictionary describes an abstract as “a sum-
mary of a statement, document, speech, etc. . . .”
and that which concentrates in itself the es-
sential informaofion of a paper or article. The
definition I prefer has been set in italics, May all
writers learn the art (it is not easy) of preparing
an abstract containing the essemtial information

_in their compositions, With this goal in mind, I

append an abstract that should be an improve-
ment over the one appearing at the beginning of
this discussion.

ABSTRACT
The abstract i3 of utmost importance, for it is read by 10 to 500 times more people than hear or
read the entire article, It should not be a mere recital of the subjects covered. Expressions such as
“ig discussed” and “iz described” should never be included! The abstract should be a condensation and
concentration of the essentiol injormation in the paper,
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Abstract 1

A partial biography of the writer is given. The
Inadequate abstract is discussed. What should
be covered by an abstract is considered. The
Importance of the abstract is described.
Dictionary definitions of "abstract" are quoted.
At the conclusion a revised abstract is
presented.

Landes, The scrutiny of the abstract, 1966
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The inadequate abstract

« The passive voice is screaming at the reader!

e [tis an outline, with each item In the outline
expanded into a sentence.

 The reader is told what the paper is about, but not
what it contributes.

e They are produced by writers who are either (1)
beginners, (2) lazy, or (3) have not written the
paper yet.

* Looks like an abstract prepared as an unwanted
chore required at the last minute

Landes, The scrutiny of the abstract, 1966
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Abstract 2

The abstract is of utmost importance, for it is
read by 10 to 500 times more people than hear
or read the entire article. It should not be a
mere recital of the subjects covered.
Expressions such as 'is discussed" and "is
described" should never be included! The
abstract should be a condensation and
concentration of the essential information in the
paper.

Landes, The scrutiny of the abstract, 1966
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Scrutiny of the introduction
1995 Jon Claerbout

e The introduction should be an invitation to
readers to invest their time reading it.

» Typically this invitation has three parts
1. The review
2. The claim
3. The agenda

* |n the claim the author should say why the

paper's agenda is a worthwhile extension of
Its historical review.

04.12.2015

Claerbout, The scrutiny of the Introductionl,ol995
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2) The claim

 The most important part of the introduction

 If you are writing a doctoral dissertation or an
article for a refereed journal, then you should
be making a new contribution to existing
knowledge.

* Your paper is(not accep@/vithout an
identifiable clainT:

Claerbout, The scrutiny of the Introduction, 1995
04.12.2015 11
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1) The review

e 3-10 papers providing a background to your
research and where you say something
about each of them.

 Where intelligence and skill are required is in
organizing the review so that it leads up to
something, namely, to your claim.

Claerbout, The scrutiny of the Introduction, 1995
04.12.2015 12
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3) The agenda

e It summarizes what you will show the reader as your
paper progresses. Your agenda will be dull if it is
merely a recital of the topics you will cover.

* Your agenda should tell how your paper works to
fulfill your claim. In this way your agenda should
clarify your claim.

« Keep it short.

« Many more people will begin reading your paper
than will finish reading it. Motivate them to finish!

Claerbout, The scrutiny of the Introduction, 1995
04.12.2015 13
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« Be careful of demeaning words like
"obviously", "clearly", or "undoubtedly.”

* There Is nothing more frustrating than
reading a paper that alludes to something
"obvious" that you are completely confused
about.

Duke

04.12.2015
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Physical Review Letters

week ending

PHYSICAL REVIEW LETTERS 28 AUGUST 2015

PRL 115, 094301 (2015)

o 2014 impact
factor: 7.512

Bridging Three Orders of Magnitude: Multiple Scattered Waves Sense Fractal
Microscopic Structures via Dispersion
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JAMA retracts second paper by heart researcher

without comments

A heart researcher who fabricated trial particinants has
notched 2 second (4M4 retraction. The retraction comes at

JAMA :z:=zz
e Mt Sh

Tracking ratractions as a window into tha
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Join 11,460 ather subscribers
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the request of her co-authors, after an investigation by her
former employer wasn't able to confirm that this study was
wvalid.

In September, we learned that Anna Ahimastos. who used to work at Baker IDI Heart and Diabetes Institute in
Melbourne, Australia, had “fabricated [records] for trial participants that did not exist” in a 4844 trial for a
blood pressure drug, according to principal investigator Bromwyn Kingwell. That trial was retracted, along
with 2 sub analysis.

An invastigation by the institute found problems or sufficiant doubt in several more publications. Thiz second
JAMA retraction is number 5 for Ahimastos, of 8 total expected.

The paper, “Effact of perindopril on large artery stiffness and aortic root diameter in patients with Marfan
syndrome: 2 randomized controlled wrizl” Read the rest of this sntry =

Share this:

Postad in Anna Ahimastos,australia ratractions.cardiclogy
ratractions, cardiovascular rassarch faked data fraaly availabls jama misconduct
investinations sacisty journal retractions

Writtan by Shannon Palus
Hovembar 23rd, 2075 at 6:21 pm

Scott Reuben notches 25th retraction, for a letter to the editor

without comments

Another domino has fallen for the infamous and and prolific
former anesthesiologist Scott Reuben. This time it's 2
retraction for a letter to the editor that cites one of his since- N ESTH ESIA
ANALGESIAS
The letter, published in 2001, argues that local anesthesia is

a “safe, relizble, inexpansive, and practical akernative to the

use of epidural, spinal, or general anesthesia” for outpatient knee surgery. But to support his point, he uses
one of his papers that has since been retracted for data fabrication.

The note from Anesthesia & Analgesiz axplains:
Read the rest of this entry =

Share this:

= Ema f F
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Writtan by Shannon Palus
Hovembar 23rd, 2075 at 2:20 pm

“Significant errors in the data” stop Hurricane lsaac paper

without comments

This version of Hurricane lzazc — based on the force of nature that hit Louiziana in
2012 — didn’t get very far. Atmespheric Research has retracted a paperona
simulation of the hurricane just a few months after it was published.

Pages

How you can support
Retraction Watch

the Retraction Watch

About Adam Marcus
About lvan Cransky
The Center For Scientific
Inteqrity
Board of Directors
The Retraction Watch FAQ,
including comments policy
The Retraction Watch
Transparency Index

The Retraction Watch
Leaderboard

The Retraction Watch Store

Upcoming Retraction Watch
SDpEArENces

What paople are saving about
Retraction Watch

Search for:

EJ Recent Posts

JAMA retracts second papar by
heart researcher

Recent Comments

Anonymous on Mystary: &
bullet with no entry wound, in
3 papar with no spall check?
Kenrod on Myster: & bullat
with no entry wound, in &
paper with no spell check?
tekijz on Mysterny: A buller
with no entry wound. in 2
paper with no spell check®

We’'re on Facebook

“What good will it be
for someone to gain
the whole world, yet
forfeit their soul?

Jesus Christ

16



UiO ¢ Institutt for informatikk
Det matematisk-naturvitenskapelige fakultet

« Write with a reader’s perspective in mind

e A scrutiny of the abstract, Landes, 1966:

— The abstract is of utmost importance, for it is read by
10 to 500 times more people than hear or read the
entire article.

« A scrutiny of the introduction, Claerbout, 1995:

— In the claim the author should say why the
paper's agenda is a worthwhile extension of its
historical review.

* http://blogg.uio.no/mn/ifi/innovasjonsteknologi/content/t
he-art-of-writing-a-research-paper
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Haunted the Airwaves for

This title is on purpose a bit misleading because writing a good paper
is not really an art provided that yvou have guality results from your
research. Getting such results however may be compared to art. I

= Fourieranalyse og det would instead say that writing a paper is a craft and that it is best
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