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Introduction

As a consequence of the global retreat of glaciers and the thawing of permafrost =
in high mountain areas, a change in hazard situation takes place. To estimate the
significance and the extent of natural hazards in glacial and periglacial regions,

the Working Group on Glacier and Permafrost Hazards in Mountains (Gaphaz) in
cooperation with the World Glacier Monitoring Service (WGMS) established a first
database on glacier and permafrost disasters. Systematic documentation and analysis
of past events is fundamental for a better understanding of involved processes.

Event data was collected using different sources and systematically organized
in a database. The events were categorized by involved processes:
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The database will be available on the web for an interested community and a wider
public from http://jern.uio.no/remotesensing/gaphaz.
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Results

Online application

The events were analyzed with regard to involved processes, combination of factors,
frequency and magnitude, or regional occurrence of events. Two examples: The data was prepared for the web application with ArcGIS 9.8. To generate HTML-
Files ImageMapper from Alta 4 was used.
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