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Support the «useless»
basic science

(Aftenposten, 1998)

Topics
• His research – together with his colleagues
• What science is and how research works
• Science communication: How and why
• Science policy: Research funding and more

Increase the funding for
long-term research (Khrono, 2017)

And much more!



Newspapers and online news

(1986)

“Being an active and skilled communicator 
for a broader audience, is not something 
anyone can do. In Aftenposten's debate 
section, including the science section, we 
have experienced Nils Chr. as an engaged 
contributor within science communication 
and the academic debate. This includes 
everything from the Black death, climate, 
and cod to University policy and ambitions 
for excellence in research. He gives insight 
into complex topics in an understandable 
way, and this we appreciate!”

Aftenposten’s debate section
November 1st, 2019



Newspapers and online news

TV
‘Torp’ (2019), ‘Grosvold’ (2009),
and ‘Først og sist med Skavlan’ (2005)

Radio
‘Dagsnytt 18’, ‘Ekko’, and BBC News

(1986)



2009 20151984

Co-edited books



The Great Norwegian Encyclopedia
An edited, online encyclopedia

Text book for the upper 
secondary school (2004)

Science: Perspective
Nature: News & Views



• All over the world
• To the public and

specific user groups 

“Knowledge trumps everything”
Stoltenberg's Second Cabinet (2013)

Giving lectures

The Royal Society of Canada: Annual Symposium (2015)

• 2007–2017: Around 200 talks



Guest speakers
Frequently invites other scientists 
and science communicators to Oslo

Carl Zimmer (2012): “A Planet of Viruses”
at The House of Literature

Darwin Day Vorspiel (2013):
“What Makes Us Musical Animals”

at The House of Literature
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• Held annually since 2006
• In memory of Kristine Bonnevie

(1872–1948), the first woman
professor in Norway (1912)

• Part of the UiO Annual Celebration

The Kristine Bonnevie lectures on evolutionary biology

2019: Nobel laureates
May-Britt Moser and

Christiane Nüsslein-Volhard



Photo: Morten Kanne-Hansen/UiO

Photo: Morten Kanne-Hansen/UiO

• Also held annually since 2006
• Celebrated on Charles Darwin's birthday

The Darwin Day

2019: Arkhat Abzhanov,
Peter & Rosemary Grant,

and Leif Andersson



Adam Rutherford
Alan Alda
Daniel C. Dennett
Frans de Waal 
Jared Diamond
Michael Ruse
Richard Dawkins
Steven Pinker
+++

Elisabeth Vrba
Elizabeth Hadly
Georgina Mace
Hopi Hoekstra
Jane Lubchenco
Meave Leakey
Rita R. Colwell
Sylvia A. Earle
+++

More than 120 guest speakers
invited by Nils Chr.
for these public events!

Darwin Day 2016:
Marlene Zuk and Richard Lenski et al.

(Holding UiO’s 1st edition copy of
On the Origin of Species)



• The Bonnevie Award from the Norwegian 
Biologist Association (BIO) (2010)

“His success in making biology visible 
nationally and internationally.”

Awards

• The Research Council of Norway’s Award for
Excellence in Communication of Science (2012)

“His ability to explain complex issues in
a simplified, yet pointed way, that captures
the interest of the audience.”



• Nils Chr. and Thore Lie has written about
Peter Christen Asbjørnsen (1812–1885)
– Norwegian writer (“Asbjørnsen & Moe”) and zoologist

• Asbjørnsen was the first who introduced Darwin’s
ideas to a Norwegian audience

• In 1853 he discovered a starfish like creature

• Inspired by a story from Norse mythology…

• …where Loke threw Freya’s necklace Brisingamen
into the ocean…

• Asbjørnsen called it Brisinga

• Inspired by this story, Nils Chr. had the Brisinga
made into a necklace for his wife Bjørg

Connecting science, history and culture


















