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TODAY’S TOPICS

1. Finding papers to read.

2. Reading the papers! Tips and tricks.

3. Citing the papers.



1. FINDING PAPERS TO READ

Scientific papers are the 

building blocks of science 



FINDING PAPERS TO READ

• Papers from your supervisor. Then you know you should read them!

• But how do you find them yourself?

• UiO web pages staff personal web pages: list of published papers++

• Exploring a topic? Literature search - finding good words! (Scientific 

databases specific to your field, Google scholar, preprint archives ++) 

Ingrid Cieh Yu

+SNOWBALLING



SCIENTIFIC PAPERS

• Original paper - information based on original research. Peer reviewed. Published in scientific 

journals.

➡ Variations: “letters”, Nature/Science etc.

• Technical notes/method paper - describes a specific technique, instrument or procedure. 

➡ Can be peer reviewed, but can also be official documents that are not peer reviewed.

• Review paper - detailed analysis of recent research on a topic. Status of the field.

➡ Very nice to get an overview of a topic! But you usually need to cite the original papers that 

you find mentioned here. 

➡(NB a different “review” than peer reviews!)

TYPES OF PAPERS



WHERE TO START LOOKING?

FAGSIDE/SUBJECT PAGE FOR INFORMATICS

If you know what you are looking for…

ub.uio.no/informatics

https://www.ub.uio.no/fag/naturvitenskap-teknologi/informatikk/index.html
http://ub.uio.no/informatics


Scientific databases harvest papers from peer reviewed journals.

} controlled
 for you

You need to 
check yourself!

Find which databases are most used in your field!



IF YOU FIND A PAPER YOURSELF

1) Check for retractions:

• Hundreds of scientific papers are retracted per year 

→ Errors, fabrication, falsification, plagiarism, … 

• Retraction Watch Database (> 50 000 papers!)

2) Where is the paper published? 

Is it a trustworthy journal? Ask your supervisor if in doubt!

https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/


Red flags to look for:

• No or improper use of permanent identifiers such as ISSN or DOI

• Unusually low or high processing charges (APCs)

• No clear policy on copyright licensing, open access or retraction

• Unprofessional websites with deadlinks and grammatical errors

• No Web of Science impact factors of SCImago journal rankings

• Generic email accounts for correspondences. No accurate headquarter location.

Check if you can find the journal in these registers:

• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ): https://doaj.org/

• Norwegian register for scientific journals, series and publishers:

https://kanalregister.hkdir.no/publiseringskanaler/Forside/.action?request_locale=en

Beware of predatory journals!

https://doaj.org/
https://kanalregister.hkdir.no/publiseringskanaler/Forside/.action?request_locale=en


YOU HAVE ACCESS

Large machinery in the background 

to give you access

Remember to log in to get full 

access



“Did you know that the word for caesarian 

section (keisersnitt) comes from the fact that 

Julius Caesar was born this way?”

FROM CLAIM TO SCIENTIFIC SOURCE





ub.uio.no

http://ub.uio.no


When at home, 

sign in by proxy!



SNOWBALLING

When you have one relevant paper and are looking for more:

• Look at the reference list and find the papers that the authors used. 

• Also, find the paper in a database / Google Scholar and use “cited by” 

to find other papers that have cited this paper.



TODAY’S TOPICS

1. Finding papers to read.

2. Reading the papers! Tips and tricks.

3. Citing the papers.



Anatomy of a scholarly article

TITLE

ABSTRACT

AUTHORS

INTRODUCTION

RESULTS

(FIGURES, TABLES)

CONCLUSION

DISCUSSION

THEORY/

BACKGROUND

METHODS

REFERENCES

https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/tutorials/scholarly-articles/


READING THE PAPERS

First: Read the title and abstract

• The title and abstract tells you whether or not to read a paper.

• Contains the necessary information to decide if the paper is relevant.

• Practice reading titles and abstract and distilling out useful information.



EXERCISE

• Read an abstract.

• Try to identify the key information.

➡What is this paper about? What method did they use?





READING: TITLE AND ABSTRACT

What How

Paparova, D., Aanestad, M., Vassilakopoulou, P., & Bahus, M. K. (2023). Data governance spaces: The case of a national digital service for personal health 

data. Information and Organization, 33(1), 100451. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infoandorg.2023.100451



What & How

Results & 

Conclusions

Topic 

keywords

}

}

Paparova, D., Aanestad, M., Vassilakopoulou, P., & Bahus, M. K. (2023). Data governance spaces: The case of a national digital service for personal health 

data. Information and Organization, 33(1), 100451. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infoandorg.2023.100451



SKIM READING

The authors take a step back, set the scene. (Lots of references!)

Find the place in the introduction where the knowledge gap is identified.

Tip: Look at the end of 
the introduction!

"In this paper, we …"
"This paper aims to …"

THE INTRODUCTION

Paparova, D., Aanestad, M., Vassilakopoulou, P., & Bahus, M. K. (2023). Data governance spaces: The case of a national digital service for personal health 

data. Information and Organization, 33(1), 100451. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infoandorg.2023.100451



SKIM READING
SECTIONS, SUBSECTIONS AND PARAGRAPHS

Read the titles of the subsections.

Gives you a sense of the story of the paper.

Paparova, D., Aanestad, M., Vassilakopoulou, P., & Bahus, M. K. (2023). Data governance spaces: The case of a national digital service for personal health 

data. Information and Organization, 33(1), 100451. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infoandorg.2023.100451



SKIM READING
SECTIONS, SUBSECTIONS AND PARAGRAPHS

Read the first paragraph in each section,

… and/or the first sentence 

in each paragraph.

elaboration, read if relevant!

Paparova, D., Aanestad, M., Vassilakopoulou, P., & Bahus, M. K. (2023). Data governance spaces: The case of a national digital service 

for personal health data. Information and Organization, 33(1), 100451. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infoandorg.2023.100451



SKIM READING
FIGURES AND FIGURE TEXTS

• Figures are very important elements of scientific papers.

• Figure texts should explain what the figure shows and why it is there.

• Figure texts should give key information about the plots, tables etc.

Krull, A., Vičar, T., Prakash, M., Lalit, M., & Jug, F. (2020). Probabilistic Noise2Void: Unsupervised Content-Aware Denoising. 

Frontiers in Computer Science, 2. https://doi.org/10.3389/fcomp.2020.00005



HOW TO SKIM A PAPER

• Title

• Abstract

• (Last paragraph of) introduction

• Figures & tables with captions

• Conclusions

• Section titles

• First paragraph in each section, first sentence in each paragraph



CRITICAL READING

Ask yourself : 

• What assumptions have been made? 

• Is the method suitable to investigate the question?

• Is the raw data biased in any way?

If the paper states “We used these two methods”. Then ask yourself:

Why did they chose these two particular methods?

Could they have chosen other methods? Would that have affected the results?

YOU WILL PROBABLY READ THE PAPER SEVERAL TIMES IN DIFFERENT WAYS



TODAY’S TOPICS

1. Finding papers to read.

2. Reading the papers! Tips and tricks.

3. Citing the papers.



CITING THE PAPERS

• Cite all the sources that you have used.

• Don’t cite sources you haven’t used!

• References must unambiguously identify the source.

• Cite the original source (don’t cite Wikipedia).

BASIC RULES



CITATIONS AND REFERENCES

You refer correctly by citing the source in the text and giving 

complete information about the source in the list of references 

at the end (sometimes called a literature list or a bibliography).

In text: Baker et al. (2018) discuss the concept of trust between humans and robots …

Reference: Baker, A. L., Phillips, E. K., Ullman, D. & Keebler, J. R. (2018). Toward an 

Understanding of Trust Repair in Human-Robot Interaction: Current Research 

and Future Directions. ACM Transactions on Interactive Intelligent Systems, 

8(4), 1-30. https://doi.org/10.1145/3181671

https://doi.org/10.1145/3181671


CITE IN TEXT

Author-dateBaker, A. L., Phillips, E. K., Ullman, D. & Keebler, J. R. (2018). Toward an Understanding of Trust Repair in Human-

Robot Interaction: Current Research and Future Directions. ACM Transactions on Interactive Intelligent Systems, 8(4), 1-

30. https://doi.org/10.1145/3181671

https://doi.org/10.1145/3181671


LIST OF REFERENCES

Alphabetically

Volume IssuePages Digital Object Identifier (DOI)



Numerical reference list

LIST OF REFERENCES

Numbers in text





EXPORTING REFERENCES 

FROM DATABASES

STEP BY STEP:

1)  Find the database (via Oria, ub.uio.no, subject page for informatics).

2) Find the paper you want to cite.

3) Export reference (to a reference tool).

http://ub.uio.no


ub.uio.no/informatics

1) FIND THE DATABASE

http://ub.uio.no/informatics


2) FIND THE PAPER

Attractive workplaces: What are engineers looking for



3) EXPORT THE REFERENCE



WORKING WITH A REFERENCE TOOL 

• Collects all your references (and PDFs) in one place

• Can be incorporated as extensions in browsers

• Endnote (Word) / Zotero (LaTeX/BibLaTeX + Word) / Mendeley (LaTeX/BibLaTeX + Word)

• Courses in Endnote & Zotero available from the library

• Guides on the library web pages: ub.uio.no/english/writing-publishing/referencing/

• Help: latexguru@ub.uio.no, referansehjelp@ub.uio.no, zotero-guru@ub.uio.no

= A TOOL THAT HELPS YOU KEEP TRACK OF YOUR READING AND REFERENCES

https://www.ub.uio.no/english/writing-publishing/referencing/
mailto:latexguru@ub.uio.no
mailto:referansehjelp@ub.uio.no
mailto:zotero-guru@ub.uio.no


HOW TO CITE - CHECKLIST

• Don’t copy or repeat text, argument, discovery, claim, line of reasoning etc. without citing! 
(See UiO web pages on sources and citations and cheating….)

• Use citations in text and list of references in the end

• Be consistent to your reference style. – Use a style guide!

• Different sources are cited in different ways (web pages, journal articles, reports, laws, …)

• Cite original sources when possible

• Check your reference list - In time!

https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/sources-citations/
https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/cheating/


REFERENCE STYLE GUIDES - IEEE

• Book:
[Reference no.] A. A. Author, Title of the book, xth ed. City: Publisher, year.

• Journal article:
[Reference no.] A. A. Author’s last name, B. B. Author’s last name, “Title of article”, 

Journal title, volume, issue, pages, month abbreviated (if available), year. doi:

• Web page:
[Reference no.] A. A. Author’s last name. “Page Title.” Website Title. Web Address 

(accessed Date Accessed).

• Programming code:
[Reference no.] A. A. Author’s last name (Date) Title of program/source code 

(code version) [type]. Web address or publisher.



Søk & Skriv / Search & Write

Guidance for searching, writing, 

sources and referencing

RESOURCES

Courses from the library

Referencing tools (Zotero, EndNote), 

Nvivo, critical appraisal, data management ++)LaTeX master thesis template

• Reference style guides at Søk & Skriv

(in Norwegian: APA 7th, Vancouver, Chicago)

• Reference style guides at Kildekompasset

(in Norwegian and English: IEEE, APA 7th)

• Guide example for citing code: 

https://uark.libguides.com/CSCE/CitingCodeInformatics subject pages:

ub.uio.no/informatics

https://www.sokogskriv.no
https://www.ub.uio.no/english/courses-events/courses/index.html
https://www.uio.no/english/about/designmanual/profile-in-use/latex/index.html
https://www.sokogskriv.no/referansestiler/
https://kildekompasset.no/en/
https://uark.libguides.com/CSCE/CitingCode
http://ub.uio.no/informatics
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