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Master seminars to help you through your masters

Essay writing seminar

Spring first year

▪ Academic writing

▪ Structure and readers

▪ Writing as a process

▪ Finding papers

▪ Correct citations

▪ AI in writing

Master thesis seminar

TODAY Fall final year

▪ How to write the thesis

▪ Finding and reading scientific 
literature

▪ Referencing & copyright

▪ Data management

▪ Planning your master project

Final master seminar

Spring final year

▪ How is your masters grade set?

▪ Final writing tips

▪ Ultimate checklist for delivering 
your master

▪ Presenting your master: how to give 
a great scientific presentation

You can influence what happens in upcoming seminars!



Outline for today

▪ Find and read scientific literature (+AI) (Matthew)

▪ Reference management (Andri)

▪ Refresh writing (+AI) (Andri)

▪ Data management (Matthew)

▪ Draft a project plan (Andri)

BREAK ~10

BREAK ~11



Where are you in your project?

▪ Data management

▪ Visualisation

▪ Presentation

▪ Communication

▪ Finding and reading papers

https://www.menti.com/alcnvatxxopt

https://www.menti.com/alcnvatxxopt
https://www.menti.com/alcnvatxxopt
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Find and read scientific articles



Why do we need literature?

communicate

gain knowledge

get overview

add knowledge

READ WRITE



Types of scientific papers

Original research
- new findings
- empirical data
- clear methods

Reviews
- systematic
- narrative

Technical paper
describes method,  
technique, instrument

Conceptual paper
describes concepts, 
creates models / frameworks

Many more:
editorials, commentary, conference abstracts, letters, research notes, … 

PRIMARY LITERATURE SECONDARY LITERATURE

PEER 
REVIEW



How and where do I start?

https://www.ub.uio.no/fag/informatikk/



Web of Science
Scopus } Interdisciplinary

citation databases

• Strict criteria for what is included.
• Transparent criteria.
• Very good level of metadata.
• Good for navigating between related 

papers with topic search words.
• Controlled by: libraries, scientific 

community

Subject databasesACM digital library
IEEE Xplore } • Exist for different fields

• Find what is used in YOUR field!
• Controlled by: scientific community.

Google Scholar Not a database

• Quick and easy.
• Not transparent.
• Not easy to reproduce search results.
• Controlled by: Google.



Demo – Conducting a search



ub.uio.no





Continue your search via “snowballing"

When you have one relevant paper and are looking 
for more:

• Look at the reference list and find papers the 
authors used

• Find the paper in a database / Google Scholar and 
use “cited by” to find other papers that have cited 
this paper.

• Find similar articles by exploring the suggested 
papers in a database.

• Some tools exist that can visually display citation 
links (usually not free…) Ref: Screenshot from Connected 

Papers



Many options for AI literature search…

Disadvantages

▪ No transparent search mechanism (risk of 

bias!)

▪ Censors cannot understand how you found 

your sources

▪ Amount of results / usefulness is bound 

to subscription and access 

▪ More energy demanding than traditional 

search

Advantages

▪ Easy to search (natural language)

▪ Quick answers, brief summaries

▪ Supports exploration of a topic

▪ Potentially finds sources that do not 

appear in traditional database searches

AI-based tools include Research Rabbit, Keenious, Semantic Scholar, Elicit, Scite, Undermind, +++



1. How to find interesting papers to read

2. How to decide if a paper is worth reading

3. How to read the papers effectively



Found something? – Some things to check

1. Is the article retracted? 
2. Is it published in a credible journal?
3. Is the article peer-reviewed or is it a pre-print publication?



Retractions
Hundreds of scientific papers are retracted per year 
→ Errors, fabrication, falsification, plagiarism, … 

Retraction Watch Database collects retracted papers (> 50 000 papers!)
→ Papers are flagged in subject databases and referencing tools (but not 
Google Scholar!)

Source: Retraction Watch 
Database User Guide –

Retraction Watch

https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/
https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/
https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/
https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/
https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/


Red flags
• No or improper use of permanent identifiers such as ISSN or DOI

• Unusually low or high processing charges (APCs)

• No clear policy on copyright licensing, open access or retraction

• Unprofessional websites with deadlinks and grammatical errors

• No Web of Science impact factors of SCImago journal rankings

• Generic email accounts for correspondences. No accurate headquarter location.

Check if you can find the journal in these registers:
• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ): https://doaj.org/

• Norwegian register for scientific journals, series and publishers:

https://kanalregister.hkdir.no/publiseringskanaler/Forside/.action?request_locale=en

Beware of predatory journals!

https://doaj.org/
https://kanalregister.hkdir.no/publiseringskanaler/Forside/.action?request_locale=en


Simple criteria to judge if an article is trustworthy
✓Is it in a reputable, peer-reviewed journal? 

✓Does your supervisor approve? 

kanalregister.hkdir.no

Classification of academic publications:
Level 2: very high-quality
Level 1: standard  
Level 0: not approved  

https://kanalregister.hkdir.no/


Peer-reviewed or pre-print?



Today’s topics

1. How to find interesting papers to read

2. How to decide if a paper is worth reading

3. How to read the papers effectively



Typical anatomy of a research paper

TITLE

ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

RESULTS
(graphs, charts)

CONCLUSION

REFERENCES

AUTHORS

PUBLICATION
https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/tutorials/scholarly-
articles/

ARTICLE TEXT

https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/tutorials/scholarly-articles/
https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/tutorials/scholarly-articles/
https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/tutorials/scholarly-articles/


Reading scientific papers

First: Read the title and abstract

• The title and abstract tells you whether or not to read a paper.

• Contains the necessary information to decide if the paper is 
relevant.

• Practice reading titles and abstract and distilling out useful 
information.



Exercise

• Read the following abstract

• Try to identify the key information
✓What is this paper about? 
✓What method did they use?
✓What did they find?



Screenshot of title for article "Data governance spaces: The case of a national digital service for personal health data

Screenshot of abstract "Data governance spaces: The case of a national digital service for personal health data

QR code for link to article "Data governance spaces: The case of a national digital service for personal health data

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infoandorg.2023.100451
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infoandorg.2023.100451
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infoandorg.2023.100451


What How

Paparova, D., Aanestad, M., Vassilakopoulou, P., & Bahus, M. K. (2023). Data governance spaces: The case of a national digital service 
for personal health data. Information and Organization, 33(1), 100451. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infoandorg.2023.100451



What & How

Results & 
Conclusio
ns

Topic 
keywords

}
}

Paparova, D., Aanestad, M., Vassilakopoulou, P., & Bahus, M. K. (2023). Data governance spaces: The case of a national digital service 
for personal health data. Information and Organization, 33(1), 100451. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infoandorg.2023.100451



How to skim a paper
• Title

• Abstract

• (Last paragraph of) introduction

• Figures & tables with captions

• Conclusions

• Section titles

• First paragraph in each section, first sentence in each paragraph



Skim reading

Where the authors set the scene (Lots of references!)

Find the place in the introduction where the knowledge gap is identified.

Tip: Look at the end of the introduction! "In this paper, we …"
"This paper aims to …"

THE INTRODUCTION

Paparova, D., Aanestad, M., Vassilakopoulou, P., & Bahus, M. K. (2023). Data governance spaces: The case of a national digital service 
for personal health data. Information and Organization, 33(1), 100451. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infoandorg.2023.100451



Skim reading
SECTIONS, SUBSECTIONS AND PARAGRAPHS

Read the titles of the subsections.

Gives you a sense of the story of the paper.

Paparova, D., Aanestad, M., Vassilakopoulou, P., & Bahus, M. K. (2023). Data governance spaces: The case of a national digital service 
for personal health data. Information and Organization, 33(1), 100451. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infoandorg.2023.100451



Skim reading

FIGURES AND FIGURE TEXTS

• Figures are very important elements 
of scientific papers.

• Figure texts should explain what the 
figure shows and why it is there.

• Figure texts should give key 
information about the plots, tables 
etc.

Paparova, D., Aanestad, M., Vassilakopoulou, P., & Bahus, M. K. (2023). Data 
governance spaces: The case of a national digital service for personal health data. 

Information and Organization, 33(1), 100451. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infoandorg.2023.100451



How to skim a paper
• Title

• Abstract

• (Last paragraph of) introduction

• Figures & tables with captions

• Conclusions

• Section titles

• First paragraph in each section, first 
sentence in each paragraph



Seems relevant? Critical reading

• Title and abstract→ Is this study relevant for you: topic, question, study 
design

• Which materials and methods do they use? 
→ Is it the best available method?
→ Bias and confounders, tools, statistics?

• Presentation of results→ Is there a potential for misleading 
presentation?

• Do data and results justify the conclusions?
• Are there any conflicts of interest?



Reference management





Organize the literature you read 

• Free, open-source reference management tool
• Features to annotate and organize files
• Integration with Word, Overleaf, BibTeX
• Free courses at UiO library



LaTeX?







Break
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Outline for today

▪ Find and read scientific literature (+AI) (Matthew)

▪ Reference management (Andri)

▪ Refresh writing (+AI) (Andri)

▪ Data management (Matthew)

▪ Draft a project plan (Andri)



Recap from writing seminar
(April)



1. Academic writing

2. Structure and the reader

3. Referencing

4. Writing as a process



1. Academic writing

• Write to communicate research! Worthless if nobody knows.

• Communicate with a story

“As a scientist, you are a professional writer.” 

Schimel, Joshua. 2012. Writing Science: How to Write Papers That Get Cited and Proposals That Get Funded. 1st ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press, p. 3.



The problem, broad terms

What others have done

What you will do 

and how

Summary of 

your work

Limitations, weaknesses, future work

Your work in context, significance, overall picture

The bulk of the thesis

Preliminaries, notation

Methodology

Results

Kent Andre Mardal

Zooming in

Zooming out

Your main results



Introduction
Methods
Results

Discussion



IMRaD

Introduction, Methods, Results and Discussion
+Conclusion

Louis Pasteur

2. Structure and the reader



S106, Credit: NASA, ESA, 
and the Hubble Heritage 
Team (STScI/AURA)

Start with a skeleton

Introduction
Methods
Results

Discussion
Conclusion

Look at master thesis examples! https://nva.sikt.no/

https://nva.sikt.no/




Anatomy of a thesis
• Abstract (half a page to a page)

o Summary of whole thesis! We will write one soon ☺

• Foreword/Acknowledgement
• Introduction

o Background – create interest and put in a broader context
o Scope and outline – tell the reader what's in the thesis

• (Theory)
o Give all the necessary theory to understand what you have done and your results
o Start broad and narrow it down

• Methods
o Describe exactly what you have done



Anatomy of a thesis (cont.)
• Results

o Show the results you got
o Stick to the indisputable facts, save discussion

• Discussion
o Most important section
o Go back to the big picture from the introduction
o Analyze your results, what could they mean?
o How do the results fit in with other researchers’ findings?
o Discuss, compare, ask and answer questions
o What are the problems and limitations
o Possibilities for future research

• Conclusion (half a page to a page)
o A quick summary of your main questions and findings

Guide the reader through the text!



The Academic Interaction

is a conversation…

made visible by reference.

Academic Writing Centre

3. Referencing

https://www.sokogskriv.no/en/sources-and-referencing/


Avoid plagiarism: cite correctly!

All claims in scientific writing must be substantiated

• …by the authors’ own work (experiment, simulations) OR:

• …by citing others.



Numerical reference list in the end

Cite in text, list at end
Numbers in text

List the references you cite, 
cite the references you list

Citations must unambiguously 

identify the source!

Shor, P. W. (1995). Scheme for reducing decoherence in 
quantum computer memory. Physical review A, 52(4), R2493.

https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevA.52.R2493
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevA.52.R2493
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevA.52.R2493
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevA.52.R2493
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevA.52.R2493
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevA.52.R2493


• Read UiO web pages on sources and citations and cheating

• Cite (and read!) the original source

• Different sources are cited in different ways (e.g. web pages must include 
when you accessed them)

• Use Søk og skriv (Search and write) and read through your reference list 
(but don’t wait until the last day)

• Make it clear what your contribution is!

Citing

https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/sources-citations/
https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/cheating/
https://www.sokogskriv.no/
https://www.sokogskriv.no/
https://www.sokogskriv.no/
https://www.sokogskriv.no/


Develop a good 
reference practice

Avoid plagiarism by:

• writing references when you first begin to engage with them

• including references when taking notes

• Rule of thumb: if the idea or information came from somewhere, cite it

Academic Writing Centre



Office 365

What am I allowed to use premium creative content for? 
(microsoft.com)

• Pictures, figures, graphs, tables, drawings 
and software belong to someone

• Copyright protected
• Check licence (CC-BY, Public domain etc.)

• different licenses give different levels of 
flexibility

• No licence? Ask for permission
• Cite them correctly

Illustrations and software

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/what-am-i-allowed-to-use-premium-creative-content-for-0de69c76-ff2b-473e-b715-4d245e39e895
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/what-am-i-allowed-to-use-premium-creative-content-for-0de69c76-ff2b-473e-b715-4d245e39e895


4. Writing as a process

Brainstorm

/plan
Find 

sources Read Experi
ment Analyze

Write 
thesis



Brainstorm/plan

Find sources

Read

Experiment

Analyze/synthetize

Write
NOTES

Credit: Nori Parelius, PosDoc at ITS



Writing is thinking!

Writing = learning, reflecting, discussing with yourself
Writing = gathering, sorting, categorizing information

Common mistakes:
• “I don’t have enough knowledge to write about this yet” 
• “What if my project changes and I can’t use this anymore?” 
• “I need to focus on analyzing/coding/debugging first” 

Last minute writing = less time for reflection
More pain, less gain :(

Credit: Aline Brunvoll, PhD student at ITA



Start with FBW (fast, bad & wrong)

Don’t worry about writing well in the beginning!

You will change what you write later, it’s a long process

Don’t worry about spelling or good sentences or correctness in the beginning

Much easier to write when there is something there!
Brainstorm/plan

Find sources

Read

Experiment

Analyze/synthetize

Write

Credit: Nori Parelius, PosDoc at ITS



Let’s write



Exercise: write about your project
• You will be writing approximately 4-8 sentences in total 

• Step-by-step instructions on next slide. 

• You will be reading it aloud to another person.

• Get ready to write!



Your master project
• Write 1-2 sentences about your project. What is it about? 

What is the question you want to answer? (2 min)

• Write 1-2 sentences about your method (2 min).

• Write 1-2 sentences about your results. State your 
(preliminary) results (2 min).

• Write 1-2 sentences about what your results mean (2 min).



Well done!

Now you have a first draft of the summary/abstract of your 
master thesis!



Exercise: Editing
• Writing is re-writing!

• Find a partner and read your sentences out loud to the other person. 

• The other person can comment if you like, but YOU will also probably 
notice things you want to change as you read your own text.

• Make edits to your text.

• We will be using ~10 minutes on this exercise.



Now you have an even better first draft of your 
abstract/summary.

Save it and come back to it to edit it later!

Well done!



Writing is…
• Hard.
• But also FUN (when you get into the 

steam).
• Fluid and always changing (you will 

never be 100% satisfied).
• But it is a wonderful feeling to look 

back on a chapter and see what 
you have accomplished! (I promise, 
you will feel good about it for a 
LONG time!)



Ideas to get started
• Bulletpoints of ideas & open questions
• What is needed in each section? Use previous slides!
• Copy & paste from relevant articles (remember citations! And 

colour text to remember to rewrite)

• Much easier to start once there is something there!



Resources to use
https://www.phdontrack.net/                                            & https://sokogskriv.no/ 

https://www.phdontrack.net/
https://sokogskriv.no/


https://www.ub.uio.no/english/libraries/writing-centre/



UiOs official guidelines on AI use

You (and your advisor) are responsible for making 
your own assessment on what is sensible AI-use! 

How to use AI as a student - University of Oslo

https://www.uio.no/english/studies/resources/ai_student.html
https://www.uio.no/english/studies/resources/ai_student.html
https://www.uio.no/english/studies/resources/ai_student.html


Take the Canvas course HMS0508!

https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/ma
tnat/mn/HMS0508/index-eng.html

https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/matnat/mn/HMS0508/index-eng.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/matnat/mn/HMS0508/index-eng.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/matnat/mn/HMS0508/index-eng.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/matnat/mn/HMS0508/index-eng.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/matnat/mn/HMS0508/index-eng.html


You must declare & document AI use in detail 

(Bullet point list of AI usage descriptions) 

Recommended elements to include: 

• That AI has been used
• What specific tools were used, and what 

they are used for 
• Reflection of the risks & consequences
• Take full responsibility for the content

(Tone C. Gadmar) 

For concrete examples of AI declarations, see:  
Suggestion for declaration of AI usage in assignments

KURT – Centre for Teaching and Learning in Science

https://www.mn.uio.no/kurt/english/artificial-intelligence/templates-for-declaration-of-AI-in-assignments.html
https://www.mn.uio.no/kurt/english
https://www.mn.uio.no/kurt/english
https://www.mn.uio.no/kurt/english


AI tools with UiO
data agreements

https://www.uio.no/english/services/it/ai/index.html

https://www.uio.no/english/services/it/ai/index.html


Outline for today

▪ Find and read scientific literature (+AI) (Matthew)

▪ Reference management (Andri)

▪ Refresh writing (+AI) (Andri)

▪ Data management (Matthew)

▪ Draft a project plan (Andri)



Break



Planning for data collection



The Data Management Plan (DMP)

• Is a living document that accompanies the research 
project

• Specifies the types of data that will be generated

• Describes how you plan to manage your data (organize, 
document, classify, store, license)

• Conveys whether and how the data can be shared

• Agreement between project members

• A tool to keep overview over data 

https://www.uio.no/english/for-employees/support/research/research-data-management/topics/data-management-plan.html



What is research data?

Research data are representations of observations, objects, or other entities used as 
evidence of phenomena for the purposes of research or scholarship.

Ref: Borgman, Christine L. 2015. Big Data, Little Data, No Data : 
Scholarship in the Networked World. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Observational data
results from recognising, noting, 
or recording facts or occurrences 
of phenomena

Computational data
products of executing computer 
models, simulations, or 
workflows

Experimental data
results of procedures in 
controlled conditions to test or 
establish hypotheses or to 
discover or test new laws

Records
records of almost any 
phenomenon or human activity, 
can be treated as data for 
research



Describing your data

Origin of 
Data

• Existing data or new 
data?

• If data is reused: What 
is the scope, volume, 
format?

• How are different data 
sources integrated?

Types of 
Data

• What type(s) of data will 
be collected?

• What is the scope, 
quantity and format of 
the material?

• What is the total 
amount of data 
collected
(MB/GB/TB/PT)?

Data 
Collection

• How will data be collected?

• Specific software, 
hardware, or staff required?

• Who is responsible for data 
collection?

• During which period will 
data be collected?

• Where will data be 
collected?



https://www.uio.no/english/services/it/security/lsis/data-classes.html 

Unpublished 
research data

▪ Don’t store your research data on a 
personal laptop!

▪ Don’t send your research data via 
personal email

▪ Have a backup

▪ Working with personal information? 
Read: Privacy Protection and Research 
Papers - University of Oslo

Classify and protect 
your data!

https://www.uio.no/english/services/it/
security/lsis/data-classes.html

https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/privacy-protection/index.html
https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/privacy-protection/index.html
https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/privacy-protection/index.html
https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/privacy-protection/index.html


Storage Guide



Data sharing guide



Get organized!

• Make a folder hierarchy
• Give folders descriptive and

informative names
• Avoid folders that become too broad 

or general, create more subfolders 
instead

• Keep active and finished parts of 
your project separate

• Set aside some time to tidy regularly



Research project with a proper data file structure. Image taken from CodeRefinery, 
Lesson on Reproducible Research. Shared under CC-BY 4.0 

https://coderefinery.github.io/reproducible-research/organizing-projects/

https://coderefinery.github.io/reproducible-research/organizing-projects/
https://coderefinery.github.io/reproducible-research/organizing-projects/
https://coderefinery.github.io/reproducible-research/organizing-projects/
https://coderefinery.github.io/reproducible-research/organizing-projects/
https://coderefinery.github.io/reproducible-research/organizing-projects/


File naming conventions (FNC)
Short names (but long enough that they still make sense)

The most general information first, then add details to the name

Underscore to separate words, DO NOT use space in file names!

Dates backwards (YYYYMMDD)

Numbers (e.g. version number) should have the same number of digits, use e.g. 01, not 
just 1

Version number at the end

Do not use \ / ~ ! @ # $ % ^ & * ( ) ` ; : < > ? . , [ ] { } ' " |

20220503_DOEProject_DesignDocument_Smith_v2-01.docx



The data file structure has a significant impact on the 
possible ways your files can be processed and analysed

Your initial decision about the structure of your data files 
should be considered thoroughly.

Once your structure has been filled with data, any changes 
to it are usually laborious and time-consuming.

!



Documenting your work

Project-level – aims, hypotheses, methods, collaborators, etc.

Data- and object-level
- Field or lab journals
- Protocols
- Scripts or code (+comments)
- Syntax and output files
- Methodology
- Instrument settings and calibration
- Metadata



Rockenberger 2020, Shut Up And Write Documentation: README.txt https://zenodo.org/record/3778273  

•More information is better than less

•Structured information is better than unstructured information

•Re-use templates for good documentation

•It’s become a convention to create multiple README-files, both for project-level 
documentation and for data-level documentation

How to create documentation?

https://zenodo.org/record/3778273


README.txt-files:

• Simple text files that that provide information about any elements (or any workflows or processes 
these elements have been used for) in the same directory

• The first files to open

• Provide a map for exploring your files

• Create one README.txt file per folder 

• Content should help navigation through digital files and folders

• A project-level README.txt should give the general project information and a very coarse overview of 
file contents and locations

• A data- (object-) level README.txt would be more specific as to what each file contains

Briney 2014, Wrapping Up A Project, http://dataabinitio.com/?p=344 

How to create documentation?

http://dataabinitio.com/?p=344






Open data - archive where?

• General purpose repositories (Zenodo, OSF, Figshare)

• National or institutional repositories (DataverseNO, Sikt/NSD)

• Discipline-specific repositories 

• Data papers

• Supplementary materials to an article





Example of disciplinary repositories



Licenses for data

- Credit must be given to the creator
- Only noncommercial uses of the work are permitted

- Credit must be given to the creator
- Adaptations must be shared under the same terms

- Credit must be given to the creator

- is a public dedication tool, which allows creators to give up their copyright and put their 
works into the worldwide public domain



Licenses for code

Making Your Code Citable
https://guides.github.com/activities/cita
ble-code/
Social coding and open software
https://github.com/coderefinery/social-
coding/

MIT (Expat)
Apache 2.0
GNU (L)GPL 3.0+
choosealicense.com

https://guides.github.com/activities/citable-code/
https://guides.github.com/activities/citable-code/
https://guides.github.com/activities/citable-code/
https://guides.github.com/activities/citable-code/
https://github.com/coderefinery/social-coding/
https://github.com/coderefinery/social-coding/
https://github.com/coderefinery/social-coding/


https://www.uio.no/english/for-employees/support/research/research-data-management/



Summary and way forward



32 weeks left!
39
Masterseminar

40
Read, analysis, 
notes

41
Write method 
as you go

42
Notes for 
background as 
you read, w ref

43 44

45
Finish analysis!

46 47 48
Send first draft 
to classmate

49 50
Send first 
draft to 
supervisor

51 52-53
HOLIDAY

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13
Copyright 
figures

14 15
Send draft to 
classmate

16
Check refs

17
Send final draft 
to supervisor

18
Print?

19
HAND IN!!!

20 21
PRESENT!!!

22



Review each other

How to be a good 
reviewer?

Comment according to where 
person is in the writing 

process!

Listen to feedback, don’t 
defend



Keep track of progress

• Paper notebook?

• Digital / Online notebook?

• Obsidian?

• 10 000 post-its?

• Communicate with supervisor

• Write

It should be possible to reproduce your research!



Make a plan

• 3 minutes shut up & write: What 

do you need to do for your 

project? Bulletpoints are good.

• When should you do it? Make a 

plan, 3 minutes.



Make a routine

• Read with your morning coffee?

• Write 30 minutes in the afternoon?

Time

9-10 Read with morning coffee + take notes

10-12 Work on data analysis / coding / figures

12-13 Lunch

13-13:30 Write thoughts of the day

13:30-16 Work on data analysis / coding / figures  (insert breaks!)

16- Do something fun
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Writing is thinking

Get started writing now!

Write regularly until hand in ☺

TAKE AWAY



You can influence 
what happens here!

Feedback welcome!



Feedback & master seminar wishes

Nettskjema QR

https://nettskjema.no/a/653837

Let us know if you have 

questions or comments ☺

andri.spilker@ub.uio.no

https://nettskjema.no/a/653837
https://nettskjema.no/a/653837
mailto:andri.spilker@ub.uio.no
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