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Outline for today

▪ Intro to library and master seminars

▪ How to choose courses, master projects & supervisors

▪What are you interested in & what’s available

▪Get to know supervisors

▪Get to know a topic: use the library



University library

Humsam library  
 @ Georg Sverdrups hus

Science library  
 @ Vilhelm Bjerknes hus

Informatics library 

 @ Ole Johan Dahls hus



Informatics library

Open & staffed:       10 - 14 weekdays

With card & code:   5 - 24 all days

▪ Study areas & group rooms (also outside opening hours)

▪ Computers (PC & Linux), screens, printer, equipment

▪ Small kitchen (bring your own coffee)

▪ Events and exhibitions

▪ Help and guidance



Using the library

▪ Student card is also your library card

▪ Loans are automatically renewed (if no waiting list)

▪ Rooms for group work (book via TP)

▪ See the Informatics Library web pages

https://www.ub.uio.no/english/libraries/informatikk/index.html
https://www.ub.uio.no/english/libraries/informatikk/index.html


Curriculum books

Other cool informatics books

Popular science (more @ Science library)

Science fiction (more @ Science library)

Fiction, history, social science ++ @ HumSam library 



▪ Large book collection

▪ Enormous digital collection

▪ UiO pays to give you access

The invisible net



ub.uio.no





The university library: 
much more than books and study spaces!

Image generated using ChatGPT by OpenAI

We can help you with:

• Finding and getting books and articles

• Literature searching

• Reference management

• Data management

• Open access publishing

• Academic writing

• Outreach and science communication: 
stages and podcasts

• Research ethics, AI and plagiarism

• Visualisation

• 3D-printing

• Different tools: LaTeX, Zotero, EndNote, 
R, UnixShell, Nvivo….



The main thing for you:
We are here to help you through your master thesis!

First master seminar in October (XX?)
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https://www.mn.uio.no/ifi/studier/master/masterseminarer/


Master seminars to help you through your masters

Essay writing seminar

Spring 2027

▪ Academic writing

▪ Structure and readers

▪ Writing as a process

▪ Finding papers

▪ Correct citations

▪ AI in writing

Master thesis seminar

Fall final year

▪ How to write the thesis

▪ Finding and reading scientific 

literature

▪ Referencing & copyright

▪ Data management

▪ Planning your master project

Final master seminar

Spring final year

▪ How is your masters grade set?

▪ Final writing tips

▪ Ultimate checklist for delivering 

your master

▪ Presenting your master: how to 

give a great scientific presentation

You can influence what happens in upcoming seminars!



Today: Get started thinking about your thesis

Next steps to choose courses, topic & supervisor

• What are you interested in learning?

• Get to know researchers and supervisors

• Find relevant literature and read (use the library)



What are you interested in learning?



Discussion

1. Which study program are you from?

2. Why are you doing a masters degree?

3. What would you like to learn/study in your thesis?

https://www.menti.com/

alb5ejie463a

https://www.menti.com/alb5ejie463a
https://www.menti.com/alb5ejie463a


https://www.mn.uio.no/ifi/studier/masteroppgaver/

You do not have to pick from this list!

If you have a topic/field/method you are interested in, 

ask potential supervisors about options in that direction!

https://www.mn.uio.no/ifi/studier/masteroppgaver/


Evaluating a project 

▪ What is the topic? Does it excite you?  

▪ What are the methods (computation, modelling, lab, data analysis)? 

Do you want to learn these skills?  

▪ What are the learning outcomes? Are they realistic? How do they 

meet your objectives for after the master’s degree?  

▪ Is it part of a bigger project? Do you want to get involved in it further? 



Get to know researchers & supervisors



A good place to start: the supervisor’s UiO website



You will meet supervisors and hear about projects
later in the semester ☺
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https://www.mn.uio.no/ifi/english/studies/master/


Get an overview of a topic: 

find literature & read



Where to start reading

• The supervisor’s articles

• Review articles 

• The most cited in the field

• Find the key references in the introductions

• “Snowball” on to other relevant papers

• Look for the papers that cite the papers you read

Follow the “paper trail”

Generated with MS Copilot



Finding and reading scientific literature

• Have you read any scientific 

papers?

• How did you find them?

• How do you know if you can 

trust them?

https://www.menti.com/alojb4z8qdzr

https://www.menti.com/alojb4z8qdzr
https://www.menti.com/alojb4z8qdzr
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Web of Science

Scopus
} Interdisciplinary

citation databases

• Strict criteria for what is included

• Transparent criteria

• Very good level of metadata

• Good for navigating between related 

papers with topic search words

• Controlled by: libraries, scientific 

community

Subject databasesACM digital library

IEEE Xplore
} • Exist for different fields

• Find what is used in YOUR field!

• Controlled by: scientific community

Google Scholar Not a database

• Quick and easy

• Not transparent

• Not easy to reproduce search results

• Controlled by: Google



Getting started with your masters

Choose courses, topic & supervisor

• Get to know researchers and supervisors

• Find relevant literature and read (use the library)

• Attend meetings and presentations

• Take notes of literature, open questions and ideas

→ keep them somewhere you can come back to them!

• Plan your project

• Plan AI use



UiOs official guidelines on AI use

You (and your advisor) are responsible for making 

your own assessment on what is sensible AI-use! 
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https://www.uio.no/english/studies/resources/ai_student.html
https://www.uio.no/english/studies/resources/ai_student.html


Something to think about:

1. Where does AI generated text come from?

2. Where does the material you enter into the AI go?



Your research data and written text is generally 
classified as yellow data: unpublished research data

Don’t give them away to any AI model out there



AI services 
accessible via 
UiO login 
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https://www.uio.no/english/services/it/ai/index.html
https://www.uio.no/english/services/it/ai/index.html
https://www.uio.no/english/services/it/ai/index.html


Many options for AI literature search…

Disadvantages

▪ No transparent search mechanism

→ large risk of bias

▪ Can be hard for sensors to understand 

how you found your sources

▪ Amount of results / usefulness is bound

to subscription – they will often give you

better results if you pay

▪ More energy demanding than traditional

search in subject databases

Advantages

▪ Easy to search

▪ Quick answers, brief summaries

▪ Potentially finds sources that do not 

appear in traditional database searches



You must declare & document AI use in detail 

(Bullet point list of AI usage descriptions) 

Recommended elements to include: 

• That AI has been used

• What specific tools were used, and what 

they are used for 

• Reflection of the risks & consequences

• Take full responsibility for the content

(Tone C. Gadmar) 

For concrete examples of AI declarations, see:  

Suggestion for declaration of AI usage in assignments
KURT – Centre for Teaching and Learning in Science

https://www.mn.uio.no/kurt/english/artificial-intelligence/templates-for-declaration-of-AI-in-assignments.html
https://www.mn.uio.no/kurt/english
https://www.mn.uio.no/kurt/english
https://www.mn.uio.no/kurt/english


Vidar Skogvoll’s «great learning theorem»

Learning = Energy x time

𝐿 = 𝐸 ∙ 𝑡

• Learning requires energy and time → When you save energy and time you also save learning

• What you spend time and energy on, you learn

• When you write with AI, you learn to write with AI

• If you spend the time you gain from using AI on learning something useful, it could be good



Master seminars to help you through your masters

Essay writing seminar

Spring 2027

▪ Academic writing

▪ Structure and readers

▪ Writing as a process

▪ Finding papers

▪ Correct citations

▪ AI in writing

Master thesis seminar

Fall final year

▪ How to write the thesis

▪ More on finding and reading 

scientific literature

▪ Referencing & copyright

▪ Data management

▪ Planning your master project

Final master seminar

Spring final year

▪ How is your masters grade set?

▪ Final writing tips

▪ Ultimate checklist for delivering 

your master

▪ Presenting your master: how to 

give a great scientific presentation

You can influence what happens in upcoming seminars!



Could also have a seminar this fall?

Master start seminar

Fall 2026?

▪ More on finding and reading scientific papers

▪ More on use of AI in masters

▪ Planning your project

▪ Work on project description for deadline 1st of December

Hand up if you want that?



You can influence 

what happens here!

Feedback welcome!
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https://www.ub.uio.no/english/courses-events/courses/
https://www.ub.uio.no/english/courses-events/courses/
https://www.ub.uio.no/english/courses-events/courses/


https://www.ub.uio.no/english/libraries/writing-centre/

https://www.ub.uio.no/english/libraries/writing-centre/
https://www.ub.uio.no/english/libraries/writing-centre/
https://www.ub.uio.no/english/libraries/writing-centre/


Feedback & master seminar wishes

Nettskjema QR

https://nettskjema.no/a/640013

Let me know if you have 

questions or comments ☺

andri.spilker@ub.uio.no

https://nettskjema.no/a/640013
https://nettskjema.no/a/640013
mailto:andri.spilker@ub.uio.no
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