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Committee of European Women
in Mathematics (1995-99). She
was in India in 2007 as part of
the IMU Committee visiting
India to consider the proposal by
India to host ICM 2010. In an in-
terview she gave then to R. Ra-
machandran she talked
extensively about women's is-
sues. Excerpts from the inter-
view which has not so far been
published:

Q: You have been involved with
the issue of women mathematicians
for quite some time now. I wanted
to know your perspective on the
under-representation of women in
mathematics, the reasons thereof
and what kind of actions can be
taken.

A: What most women mathemati-
cians feel is that there is no reason
that there should be an under-repre-
sentation. From a biological or any
other kind of [basis]. On the con-
trary, mathematics ought to be a
subject that is very suited for
women. I don’t see any reason why
it should be less suitable for women
and it can be done and it is easy to
combine the subject with any kind
of course. You don’t have to have a
lab, you don’t need much equip-
ment, you can do anywhere. Mathe-
matics is very accessible even
though it has a very high level of
being very abstract. That’s one side
which people think makes it quite
inaccessible. But in fact it is quite
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in many other countries is to pro-
mote mathematics as something
which will lead to many positive re-
sults. We made a brochure for
school pupils sort of explaining
thirty different career possibilities,
interviewing people, very sort of
popular kind of thing and just sort of
show them that if you study mathe-
matics you can do something, in-
creases the chances of getting a job
etc,

Q: Is there a decline at the entry
level or does it taper off at higher
levels?

A: I think in many countries in Eu-
rope, for example, in elementary
school girls are generally better in
most subjects than the boys. They
are more disciplined, they are more
sort of dutiful, they do their home-
work and they perform more than
expected and at some point when it
comes to science, when they come
to high school, the girls just disap-
pear, they tend to not want to choose
mathematics or physics. But this is
also I must say the experience with
boys; that is there is a general prob-
lem about science in many Western
countries. I don’t know here how it
is.

Q: Here also the trends are similar.
But the situation is such that once
students do enter the science
stream, they go on up to a certain

should feel responsible for other
people. You hear it a lot that young
girls want to do something sort of
useful. And not so often that they
want to just get into a job and earn
money. That is not their aspiration.
But this doctor business, medical
business is fine because it has both
aspects, they can feel that they are
doing something very good to hu-
manity and at the same time they get
a very good job with high salary.
And also quite more women are
going into business related studies
and naturally sort of quite willing to
have good jobs and earn money. So-
cializing and this are getting to be
more or less equal and we may see
a difference now in this direction.
But still the science thing is really
sort of alarming in some sense be-
cause we don’t see them at senior
level. I have been in our department
for a long time. When I was a stu-
dent as research professors there
was no one, there were two assistant
professors, one of them was still
there, the other one has retired and
we have gotten two new fairly
young assistant professors just re-
cently in the last five years and there
is really no tendency that this situa-
tion will really change and of the 45-
47 positions there are only four
women.

Q: Whyis that?

A: Norway is supposed to be a very

Q: How is the situation in the other
countries of Europe considering that
you have created a Standing Com-
mittee for special issues concerning
European Women Mathematicians.

A: Yes. It was founded because at
the Congress in Berkeley in 1986. I
was not there. [ have some friends
who were there and they noticed
that there were hardly any woman
speakers at this Congress and so
they made a protest and actually
managed to get some women speak-
ers into the programme. And after
that it became impossible not to
think about the fact that there should
be some women speakers. Usually
at the Congress if there were hardly
any women there were any plenary
speakers, even among the special
sessions there were few, that was it.
Now over the years this has in-
creased but it’s still small. Then in
the Unites States there has been an
organisation called the American
Women in Mathematics, which is
now a very big organisation. At that
time it was not very big. The AWM
was then a part of this protest in
Berkeley and the Europeans who
were there thought it would be a
good idea to have similar in Europe.
And then I think there was a meet-
ing in Paris right after that with very
few people. First time I was there it
was a year after -- in Copenhagen
where we had a small meeting and
then we decided to go ahead and
form this organisation...

To be continued in Pg. 4



